88                  TO THOMAS CARLYLK

i$34    I felt towards all who saw any other side, not indeed a

~~     feeling of disdain, for that never was in my character, but

7* the very utmost excess of intellectual vilipending*   At that

time I was thought to outrer the doctrines of utilitarianism

even by those who now consider me a lost sheep who has
strayed from the flock and been laid hold of by the wolves*
That was not wonderful, because even in the narrowest
of my then associates, they being older men, their ratioci*
native and nicely concatenated dreams were at some point
or other, and in some degree or other, corrected and
limited by their experience of actual realities, while I, a
schoolboy fresh from the logic school^ had never conversed
with a reality, never seen one, knew not what manner
of thing it was, had only spun, first other people's and them
my own deductions from assumed premises. Now when
I had got out of this state, and saw that my premises were
mere generalisations of some of the innumerable aspects
of Reality, aad that far from being the most important
ones; and when I had tried to go alt          every object

which I siirveyed^ and to place myself at all points of view,
so as to have the best chance of seeing all sides, I think it
is scarcely surprising that for a time I became catholic and
tolerant in an extreme degree, and thought onesidedness
almost the one great evil in human affairs, seeing it was
the evil which had been the bane of my own teachers, and
was also that of those who were warring against my
teachers. I never indeed was tolerant of aught bat earnest
belief; but I saw, or seemed to sec, so orach of good and
of truth in the positive part of the most opposite opinions
and practices, could they but be divested of their exclusive
pretensions, that I scarcely felt myself called upon to
anything but denial itself* 1 never Made strongly pro-
minent my differences with any sincere, truth-loving
person; but held communion with him through our points
of agreement, endeavoured in the first place to appropriate
to myself whatever was positive in him, aad, if he gave
me any encouragement, brought before         also what-

ever of positive might be in ***, which he till then had not*
A character most unlike yours, of a quite lower kind,ill not
